Minutes of the BSCDA Committee Meeting held at the Old Post Office on Wednesday August 31st 2005

05/6/01  Members Present:  Stuart Milnes, Frank Wainman Jnr, Frank Wainman Snr, Andrew Smith, Neil Scothern, Guy Parker, Steve Jacklin, Carlos Perez.  Plus Barry Tempest (Secretary)

Apologies:  Craig Haworth

05/6/02  Minutes of meeting on August 11th:   Proposed for accuracy by CP, seconded SJ and agreed.

05/6/03  Matters Arising:  
a)  There was no progress on noise meter yet
b)  At the World Final there was to be an extra race to celebrate 50 years at NIR.  Actual prize money not known.  Therefore there would be no extra on day after.  European to be determined later.
c)  The WF meeting will now follow ‘normal’ format.  There will not be any additional qualifiers from meeting.

d)  There was a suggestion from Holland that the grid position which would have been occupied by Piet Keijzer be left empty as a mark of respect.  As the overseas drivers were deciding grid positions by timed laps it was not known where to leave the gap.  It was agreed one minutes silence would be in order, with drivers lined up before they get into cars.  FWJ said their had been a suggestion to invite Piet’s son to take his place.  SM to speak to Philip Bond on this matter.
05/6/04  Treasurer’s Report:  An I & E sheet was circulated and proposed for acceptance CP, seconded SJ and agreed.  There were no queries.

05/6/05  Trust Fund Report:  In CH’s absence no figures were available but given it was only three weeks since the last meeting it was unlikely they would have changed much.

05/6/06  Late Renewals / New Members:  171 (late) and 129 (re-reg) were approved.
05/6/07  Agreed since last meeting:  Nothing

05/6/08  Startrax:  Following the letter sent out only thirteen drivers had attended Sheffield on August 29th, three of whom were novices.  This was construed as support for the Committee.  However feedback was that many drivers did not really understand the extent of the problems.  Some had suggested we should have called a drivers meeting before making the decision.  

A letter had been received from BriSCA stating that they intended to do nothing for twenty one days to allow a period for investigation and reflection.  SM had spoken to M. Aylott who claimed to have evidence that some Committee Members had been telephoning drivers telling them not to race.  It seemed unlikely that these allegations could be proved.  

Those present at Sheffield had suggested number/standard of marshaling was poor.

We appear to be losing the ‘propaganda war’ as S. Rees is continually making statements on the internet, other sites as well as his own.  It was suggested that the BSCDA thank the drivers for their support via our own website and reiterate the problem.  FWJ suggested this include a statement to reassure the fans that the BSCDA had no intention of causing any disruption to the World Final. From internet comments from fans many seem to believe that we did not race because the pits were muddy.  BT to look into the possibility of the BSCDA site being updated more regularly whilst these discussions are on going.

There was concern that BriSCA had nothing in place to discipline their members.  The agreement several years ago that each body would discipline its own members had not worked, only the BSCDA had exercised any disciplinary measures on errant drivers. 

BT said it had been brought to his attention that Conrad Wilson and Tyresport had not attended Sheffield.  Thus there were no transponders available for hire and no tyres for sale.  It was agreed no action was required at this time.

Following extensive debate it was agreed that the next Startrax meeting would be run on probation and be subject to them agreeing to terms outlined in a letter to be sent by SM to Startrax, M. Aylott and all the other Promoters.
The terms were:

1) A public statement retracting the derogatory remarks made about the BSCDA in the programmes from July 24th & 31st and an assurance that this would not happen again. 

2) The following to be in place at Sheffield and be ready for inspection as necessary seven days before the next meeting which is scheduled for October 24th.  a) Correct installation of transponder loop and assurance that staff would be in attendance to operate the system.  b)  The pit entrance from the main road will be level.  c)  Skips and other debris will be removed from the pits.  d)  There will be lighting in the centre of the pits.  e)  There will be an adequate number of suitably trained marshals.

3) A statement to be signed by Startrax to the effect that certain things would be in place and ready for inspection as necessary seven days before the next Belle Vue meeting, presumed to be Easter 2006.  The items to be pretty much as Sheffield but to include suitable lighting in all areas accessed by drivers and members of the public.  
05/6/09  Dinner Dance:  It had not been possible to contact Jack Voss yet re Guest of Honour.  FWS suggested the World Champion if he was not available.  Committee ticket requirements were noted by BT.

05/6/10  Accident in Holland:  At this stage it was not thought anything was to be learned, the accident had not been due to failure on any part of the car.

05/6/11  Weighing Officer:  Tracey Morris had resigned from the position at the Skegness Semi meeting. Tony Smith had offered his services and Rob Bradsell had expressed an interest,  In Rob’s case he would be travelling by ordinary car and would not be in a position to carry the ramps etc.  It was thought that the W.O. should be independent and non racing, ruling out Tony Smith.  It was agreed that CP would carry them until the WF, NS would act as W.O. at the WF after which the position would be reviewed.  NS had investigated the concrete pad with sunken areas for the pads.  This would cost around £500 per track, if himself and GP attended to prepare the site.  He suggested the BSCDA offer to pay part of the costs.  No decision was reached.

05/6/12  Garry Townsend:  He had not appeared at the Belle Vue Semi and had not cancelled.  BT had wriiten to inform him he was being fined £25 and must pay the fine before racing again.  The fine had not been paid and he had raced Wimbledon.  It was agreed BT write again, also to Promoters so they should not book him.   
05/6/13  World Final Venue criteria:  CP had not yet prepared the document.  Leave until next time.
05/6/14  Committee E.Mail:  BT suggested that the Committee supply E.Mail addresses so items could be distributed by this route.  He collected some of the addresses.

05/6/15  Any other Business:

a) Bristol.  There was concern that this meeting may be short of cars.  BT to ask around.
b) Stuart Heppenstall.  Had sent letter re fire in his car at Sheffield British.  Marshals were slow to extinguish fire resulting in a lot of damage.  Letter suggested compensation.  Letter had been forwarded to S. Rees & M. Aylott.

c) Letter M. Aylott.  This was re 2006 fixtures.  Towards the end of 2004 MA had said he would arrange a meeting with BSCDA around June 2005 to allow BSCDA to have input into 2006 fixture planning.  This was on the Agenda at the Joint Meeting on July 12th, but well down and it was always unlikely we would get so far down.  It was agreed to respond (copy all Promoters) registering displeasure there had been no consultation.  We were also concerned at the Semi’s being so far apart and that the idea for a change in the WF qualification procedure had been dismissed  without discussion.

Official part of meeting closed at 10.40pm.  Discussions on fixtures continued, recorded on separate sheet.
The fixtures letter from M. Aylott indicated he believed he had fulfilled his obligations by sending the letter.  The Committee view was that the agreed meeting should have taken place before fixtures were finalised.  There was discussion on obtaining meetings outside the tracks run by the current BriSCA six.  In the past this had not proved possible due to those promoters sitting around the same table with the BriSCA six, but wearing different hats ie F2, ORCi.  It was agreed that if we had a track to go to, even for only one or two meetings, it would increase our bargaining power.  It was not the intention not to race at BriSCA tracks.
Tracks with no BriSCA (F1 or F2) or ORCi connection were discussed such as Standlake & Grimley.  CP suggested we obtain a list of all tracks staging speedway as a starting point.  It was thought some would be unsuitable due to no pit space.  The other problem was that speedway promoters traditionally had a dislike of stock cars.   NS believed that to be successful the track would have to be in the middle od the country, in the area where most drivers and fans lived.    From a geographical point of view Stoke would be ideal.
It was believed the position regarding Stoke was that the owner Mike Corbett had leased all operations to speedway promoter Dave Tattum.  Mr Tattum would not allow stock cars back under the current system because of disagreements with S. Rees.  It was agreed CP approach D. Tattum to check on the feasibility of a couple of meetings there and possible costs.  FWS pointed out that we would need a fence which could cost up to 10K including site preparation.  AS suggested the setting up of a company with drivers offered shares at, say £200 each.  200 drivers times £200 = 40K, a good working capital.  The company already exists, set up by the BSCDA about four years ago.

Current Speedway Tracks:

Elite League  -  Arena, Belle Vue, Coventry, Eastbourne, Ipswich, Oxford, Peterborough, Poole, Swindon, Wolverhampton

Premier League – Berwick, Edinburgh, Exeter, Glasgow, Hull, Isle of Wight, King’s Lynn, Newcastle, Newport, Reading, Sheffield, Somerset, Stoke, Workington

Conference League – Armadale, Boston, Buxton, Mildenhall, Scunthorpe, Sittingbourne, Weymouth, Wimbledon  

